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and let farm clearings and roads get round it as best they
could. As to planting any new trees to conserve the old
ones, the farmers would have thought it a madman's
dream. The only trees planted were the straight, fast-
growing Lombardy poplars still seen in their old age set
out in single or in little rows in front of the early Ontario
houses. These owe their origin to the legend or the fact
that they act as lightning conductors, a part of Benjamin
Franklin's legacy to North America, along with the box
stove and much else.

I am saying then that our old farm at its north end fell
slap away down a steep hillside at the foot of which
began the bush that spread off sideways in both directions
as far as one could see ; and directly in front it rose again
in a slope that blotted out all view of Lake Simcoe, four
miles away. Along the fringes of it were still some of the
giant hemlock that had escaped the full fury of the last bush
fire, dead, charred and still standing, but falling one by
one. The bush as one tried to penetrate it grew denser
and denser, mostly underbrush with tangled roots and
second growth sprung up after the fires. It was so dense
that for us it was impenetrable, and We ventured our
way farther and farther in, carrying hatchets and alert
for wild cats which I am practically certain were not
there, and for bears which had left years and years
ago.

We had hardly any social life as we were prevented
partly by " class " and mainly by distance from going
over to the other farms after dark. To one farm where
lived a family of English children of something the same
mixed antecedents as ourselves we sometimes went over
for tea, and at times all the way to the village or to the
Lakeshore Houses. But such treks meant staying over-
night

^So mostly we stayed at home, and in the evenings we
did our lessons if we had lessons to do and my mother
read to us Walter Scott and carried us away to so deep
aa impression of the tournaments and battlefields of the